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NEWSLETTER 


September 1988 


Members of the California Academy of 
Sciences Are Cordially Invited to Preview 
Wild California: A State of Diversity 

At the Academy's Annual Open House 
From 7 to 9 PM. September 29 or 


October 3, 1988 


Members are invited to a special 
preview evening in the exciting 
exhibits of Wild California: A State 
of Diversity plus a look behind the 
scenes at the Academy’s Annual 
Open House. As usual, members 
will be able to tour backstage 
through the various research col- 
lections, meet the staff and go 
behind the scenes at the Academy’s 
Steinhart Aquarium. Experts from 
the Academy’s Morrison Planetari- 
um will reveal the secrets of the 
stars and show you how the popu- 
lar Laserium shows are produced. 
Refreshments will be served. To 
accommodate our 22,000 mem- 
bers, and to avoid crowding, we 
ask that members whose last names 
begin with letters A through L 


attend on Thursday, September 29; 
letters M through Z should attend 
on October 3. If you cannot make 
it on your designated evening, 
don't worry; just come on the alter- 
nate night. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
and close at 9:00 p.m. Please feel 
free to bring guests if you like; we'll 
encourage them to become Acade- 
my members. 


Wild California: 
A State of Diversity 


The variety and drama of the Gold- 
en State has been captured in 13 
magnificent dioramas in the new 
exhibits of Wild California. The 
newly renovated North American 
Hall has now been re-named Meyer 
Hall in honor of long-time Academy 


CALIFORNIA 


Opening October 9th, 1988 


supporters Wilson and Mabel 
Meyer, parents of Jeffery W. Meyer, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees. 
A lead gift of $1 million for this 
exhibit was provided by Janet and 
Jeffery W. Meyer and the G.H.C. 
Meyer Foundation. 

The Farallon Islands take center 
stage in Wild California with life- 
size and lifelike roaring, battling 
elephant seals set upon a rocky 
beach against the new 14,000 gal- 
lon living Farallon aquarium. On 
the cliffs and overhead are a swirl 
of seabirds found on the most im- 
portant rookery between Alaska 
and Hawaii. Teams of scientists, ar- 
tists, taxidermists, muralists, pho- 
tographers and a host of volunteers 
worked together to create this spe- 
cial experience, one we are pleased 
to preview for our members at 
Open House. 

Each exhibit is enhanced with 
video and elegant graphic labels, 
and two of the new dioramas make 
you feel as if you are in the Land of 
the Giants! In one scene, life ina 
handful of sand has been enlarged 
50-times life-size; in another two- 
ounces of seawater has been 
increased 200-times to show micro- 
scopic life-forms found at the base 
of the marine food chain. Don’t 
miss the exciting members preview 
of Wild California and your chance 
to go behind the scenes at the 
Academy Open House, September 
29 or October 3! 

The Academy Store will be open 
on both nights, offering a variety of 
Wild California items for your own 
private collections. 
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The Atmosphere of Jupiter 


We live beneath an immense sea of 
gases without which our planet 
would be barren and uninhabitable, 
like the moon. Beginning Septem- 
ber 16, the Academy’s Morrison 
Planetarium presents “Atmos- 
pheres,’ the featured daily sky 
show, which probes the mysteries 
of Earth’s often overlooked protec- 
tive atmosphere and explores at- 
mospheres on other planets. How 
is the Earth’s atmosphere responsi- 
ble for the weather, the oceans, and 
the basic conditions necessary for 
life to exist? What makes the at- 
mospheres of Venus, Mars and 
Jupiter unique? And why do certain 
worlds lack atmospheres? 
“Atmospheres” can be seen Mon- 
day through Friday at 2:00 p.m. 
and Saturday and Sunday at 1:00, 
2:00, 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. through 
November 27. Also be sure not to 
miss Startalk, a look at the current 
night sky over San Francisco, 
shown Saturday and Sunday at 
12:00 p.m. For more information 
on sky shows in the Morrison 
Planetarium, call 750-7141. 


Laserium Lights 
Up the Night 


Laserium shows on Thursday 
through Sunday evenings offer 
delightful music enhanced by pat- 
terns of laser effects. Four different 
programs feature music for every 
listener. From classical music to the 
popular beat of Pink Floyd and the 
sounds of Laserspace, each show 
provides an enjoyable evening of 
light and sound for the entire fam- 
ily. Call 750-7138 for the Laserium 
concert schedule. 


Academy's Long Range Master Plan 
Receives Final Approvals 
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Academy Facade with Glass-Enclosed Porch and Glass-Covered Courtyard 


After more than two years and a 
dozen public hearings on the 
Academy’s modernization plans, 
the San Francisco Board of Supervi- 
sors put the final stamp of approval 
on a long range, phased program of 
renovations and additions that will 
carry the museum proudly into the 
21st century. The first step in the 
$37 million campaign is the open- 
ing of “Wild California: A State of 
Diversity” in the newly renovated 
Meyer Hall. (See invitation to the 
Annual Members’ Open House.) 
Future plans, which sound like a 
complicated game of musical 
chairs, provide much needed space 
for the Academy’s growing research 
collections; the hall of Life 


Through Time: The Evidence for 
Evolution; a new hall devoted to 
exhibits on ocean habitats; a glass- 
enclosed entry porch and a move 
for the popular Robert Howard 
whale fountain to the front steps; 
four magnificent ecological 
exhibits in the glass-covered central 
courtyard; a refurbished Children’s 
Courtyard; plus new and replace- 
ment space for public displays, din- 
ing, member facilities and 
collection support. 

Space does not allow a complete 
description of these innovative 
plans. If you are interested in find- 
ing out more, please call Pam 
McCosker in the Public Informa- 
tion Office at 750-7142. 


Fall Planetarium Concerts 


The 1988 Fall Concert Series offers 
the finest in classical music, per- 
formed under the stars of the 
Morrison Planetarium. The first 
concert of the season features 
flutist Alexandra Hawley, violinist 
Stefan Hersh and violist Paul Hersh 
on October 11 at 8:00 p.m. for an 
evening of string and flute 
melodies. 

Future concerts in the series in- 
clude: soprano Judith Nelson with 
fortepianist Elaine Thornburgh on 
October 25, guitarist Josep Henri- 
quez on November 15 and pianist 
Betty Woo on December ©. All 
concerts begin at 8:00 p.m. Tickets 
for the series of four concerts are 
$20 for members and $28 for non- 
members. Tickets for individual 


Flutist 
Alexandra 
Hawley 


performances are $6 for members 
and $8 for non-members. To pur- 
chase tickets send a check anda 
self-addressed stamped envelope to 
Morrison Planetarium, California 
Academy of Sciences, Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco, CA 94118. For 
information call (415) 750-7129. 


A “Wild” Night to 


Benefit the Academy! 


A wild “Wild California” night of 
dancing, dining and entertainment 
will be held at the Academy of 
Sciences on Wednesday, November 
9. This fourth annual black tie 
event Offers a very special evening 
when guests can wander, drink and 
dine throughout the Academy halls, 
decorated with California flora and 
fauna...and where guests can min- 
gle with some “enchanting” wild 
Californian creatures. Proceeds 
from “Wild California” will be used 
to support the on-going education- 
al programs of the Academy. For 
further information please call 
Brenda Zimmerman at (415) 
566-2500. 


Lucky Academy 


Winners! 


On Wednesday, June 1, we held a 
raffle drawing for our members. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gordon E. McClintock 
were the lucky winners of a 
fabulous two-week luxury cruise to 
New England and Eastern Canada, 
donated by Royal Viking Line. 
Second prize of a one-week luxury 
camping adventure at Kichwa Tem- 
bo, near Nairobi, Kenya was won 
by Marjorie Hunt. The third prize, a 
Mendocino Discovery Trek with 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Orr, will 
be enjoyed by Robert Byrne and 
Cecily Burt. The five-year member- 
ship to the Academy was won on 
May 4 by Archaeopteryx (Early 
Bird) Award winner, Carl H. Raamat. 
We would like to thank all the 
members who participated in this 
raffle drawing which raised 
$40,635 for the ongoing support of 
the museum. 


New Corporate Gifts 


The Academy is pleased to have the 
support of the following new busi- 
ness and foundation donors: 


The Hitachi Foundation 
The New York Times 
The E.L. Wiegand Foundation 


Dr. Frank Talbot Accepts Post as Director 
of the Smithsonian's National Museum 


Of Natural History 


Dr. Frank Talbot, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Academy of Sciences, has 
accepted the post of Director of the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of Natural History. He will 
assume his new post beginning in 
January of 1289. 

Dr. Talbot joined the Academy as 
Executive Director in March of 
1982. During his six-year tenure he 
has overseen the Academy through 
an exciting period of growth and 
change. Dr. Talbot is recognized as 
having strengthened the Academy’s 
scientific departments with staff 
and grants to support research col- 
lections, upgraded the quarterly 
journal Pacific Discovery, increased 
membership, launched an effort to 
raise federal support for natural his- 
tory museums and secured first 
grants from the State of California. 
He is also responsible for many 
renovations within the Academy 
complex, including Simson African 
Hall, Gem & Mineral Hall, Earth & 
Space Hall and, now, Wild Califor- 
nia. Foremost among his accom- 
plishments is the preparation of a 
long-range master plan to improve 
exhibit and collection spaces, steer- 
ing the course for the museum well 
into the 21st century. 


Dr. Frank Talbot with Wild 
California Elephant Seals 


Dr. Talbot received his Ph. D. in 
Marine Ecology from the Univer- 
sity of Cape Town in his native 
South Africa. When he was 34, he 
and his family emigrated to Austra- 
lia where he became Director of 
the Australian Museum in Sydney. 
After ten years in that position, he 
was asked to take the founding 
chair for the Department of 
Environmental Studies at Mac- 
quarie University in Sydney. The 
search for a new Executive Director 
has already begun. 


Volunteer Opportunities 


This fall we have many exciting 
volunteer opportunities, including 
a chance to enjoy the great out- 
doors at Pepperwood, the Acade- 
my’s 3100-acre preserve in Sonoma. 
There will be two group work days 
at Pepperwood on Saturday, Oc- 
tober 1 and Saturday, October 29, 
when volunteers are needed to 
help remove fences and non-native 
plants, cut brush by trails and roads 
and clean old homestead sites. At 
days end, there will be a barbecue 
and stargazing at the Hume Obser- 
vatory. Limited to 20 people each 
day. 

Another interesting volunteer 
position is available in the Academy 
Library’s Special Collection, sorting 
and accessioning natural history 


photographs. The 30,000-plus slide 
collection is used for scientific and 
popular publications, lectures and 
research. Accuracy, attention to 
detail, typing skills and printing 
ability are desired qualifications. 

Many other volunteer opportuni- 
ties await you, both behind the 
scenes and in the public areas of 
the Museum. Discovery Room, 
Tidepool, Special Events and cleri- 
cal (with or without computer 
skills) volunteers are particularly 
needed. And, if you act quickly, a 
few spaces remain in the Docent 
training class beginning September 
15. For more information contact 
the Volunteer Services Office at 
750-7154. 


Fall Lecture Series 
Exploring 
Papua 
New Guinea 


A major traveling exhibition, “River 
of Mystery: The Sepik River of 
Papua New Guinea,’ gives visitors 
to the Academy the opportunity to 
see more than 160 ceremonial ob- 
jects from this remote river region. 
In conjunction with the exhibition, 
visitors will also have the chance to 
learn more about this intriguing 
area and its people through a series 
of eight lectures. The lecture series, 
“Exploring Papua New Guinea,” 
features a distinguished roster of 
speakers from museums and educa- 
tional institutions across the U.S. All 
programs will be held in the Morri- 
son Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Here’s 
the complete schedule: 


Thursday, September 8 - A 
Naturalist’s View of Papua New 
Guinea, Dr. Luis Baptista, Depart- 
ment of Birds and Mammals, 
California Academy of Sciences. 
Like the Birds-of-Paradise, the high- 
land peoples woo their mates with 
beautiful costumes, song and 
dance. Peoples of the Trobriand 
Islands and lowland Papua find 
artistic expression in intricate carv- 
ings reminiscent of the Bowerbirds 
that build bowers decorated with 
flowers, fruits and insect wings. 
This lecture will be a quick in- 
troduction to the flora, fauna and 
fascinating people of this region. 


Monday, September 26 - Art and 
the Original Affluent Societies of 
the Sepik, Dr. Deborah Gerwertz, 
Department of Anthropology and 
Sociology, Amherst College. This 
lecture will be an exploration, com- 
plete with slides, of the social, 
economic and cultural environ- 
ments that have made the Sepik the 
richest art-producing area in Papua 
New Guinea and one of the richest 
in the non-Western world. We will 
also talk about the current econom- 
ic changes which may be destroy- 
ing this rich tradition. 


Tuesday, October 4 - Art Styles of 
the Sepik Provinces, Douglas 
Newton, Chairman, Department 
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of Primitive Art, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art 


Tuesday, October 11 - Power, Polit- 
ics and Diyine Artistry in a Sepik 
Society, Dr. Donald Tuzin, Depart- 
ment of Anthropology, UC San Diego 


Wednesday, October 19 - Cargo 
Cults, Dr. Theodore Schwartz, 
Department of Anthropology, UC 
San Diego 


Wednesday, October 26 - The Art 
of Body Adornment in the New 
Guinea Highlands, Dr. Andrew 
Strethern, Department of Anthro- 
pology, University of Pittsburgh 


Tuesday, November 1 - Anthropol- 
ogy and the Puzzle of Cannibalism: 
Images of the Cannibal and Acts of 
Cannibalism among the Bimin- 
Kuskusmin of the West Sepik of 
Papua New Guinea, Dr. Fitz John 
Poole, Department of Anthropolo- 
gy, UC San Diego 


Thursday, November 10 - Gender 
Rituals: Coming of Age in Papua 
New Guinea, Dr. Nancy Lutkehaus, 
Department of Anthropology, 
University of Southern California 


Exploring 
Papua New Guinea 


Name 

Address 
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Enclosed is a check payable to the 
California Academy of Sciences for: 


member tickets at $5 

guest tickets at $6 

members’ rate for lecture 
series at $35 


Please indicate which lectures you 
are interested in when purchasing 
individual tickets. 


Please send this form and your 
check along with a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to: 


) 


The Special Programs Office 
California Academy of Sciences 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 
CA 94118 


No refunds/No exchanges 


Great Escapes 
in L989! 


The Academy’s travel program 
offers adventurous visits to fascinat- 
ing destinations around the world, 
accompanied by experts whose 
knowledge adds immensely to the 
enjoyment and memories of the 
trip. Enjoy fun-filled days in beauti- 
ful locations while learning more 
about the inspiring world of natural 
history. Academy Expeditions in 
1989 offer a full year of rare and 
wonderful tours throughout the 
world. Here’s the complete list of 
11 new travel adventures: 


Antarctica and the 
Falkland Islands 

January 9-25 

Leader: Dr. John McCosker 


Tanzania Tenting Safari 
January 26-February 11 
Leader: Beth Dunbar 


Costa Rica 
March 28-April 8 
Leader: Dr. Frank Almeda 


The Silk Road 

April 30-May 24 

Leader: Nancy Pickford 
Mongolia and Siberia 
June 8-July 1 

Foods of France 

June 17-July 2 

Leader: Narsai David 
Greenland and the 
Canadian Arctic 

July 26-August 9 
Canada: Prairies and Peaks 
August 2-13 

Leader: Jacques Gauthier 


Caravans of Central Asia: 
Samarkand, Tashkent, Bukhara 
September 9-22 


Namibia and Botswana: 
A Safari 

September 11-29 

Leader: Beth Dunbar 


New Zealand, Tasmania, 
and Australia 

September 27-October 17 
Leader: Dr. Frank H. Talbot 


The Academy Travel Office 
would be happy to answer ques- 
tions about these expeditions. For 
more information call (415) 
750-7222. 
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Few people can travel the world 
every weekend, but on Saturdays 
visitors to the Academy can share in 
cultures from around the world at 
the weekly Traditional Arts pro- 
grams. Funded by a grant from the 
Paul L. and Phyllis Wattis Founda- 
tion, each Traditional Arts program 
offers a chance to see and partici- 
pate in an exciting variety of arts 
with demonstrations of the music, 
costume, handcrafts or food from 
one of Earth’s diverse cultural 
groups. All presentations begin at 
1:00 p.m. 

September 3 - No Program 


September 10 - Daniel Schmidt 
demonstrates the construction of 
Indonesian percussion instruments 
followed by a group performance 
of Javanese gamelan music. Visitors 
are invited to touch and play the 
instruments. 


Tropical Rainforests: Diversity and 
Conservation, edited by Frank 
Almeda and Catherine M. Pringle, 
celebrates the successful effort of 
conservation organizations, 
research institutions, the scientific 
community, philanthropic groups, 
and the private sector in Costa Rica 
and the United States to acquire the 
last track of primary rainforest in 
Costa Rica’s Caribbean slope. 
Seventeen essays, originally 
presented at a CAS Symposium in 
1985, address topics ranging from 
biological diversity and the poten- 
tial value of tropical species, to the 


Travel the World with Traditional Arts 


Preserving Tropical Rainforests 
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Magical 
Moonshine 
Theatre 


Thomas McDermott 


September 17 - The highly- 
successful Magical Moonshine 
Theatre returns to the Academy 
with a new puppet presentation, 
“Animal Folktales of the Americas.” 
This family-oriented program fea- 
tures large-scale puppets and masks 
as well as live music and songs. The 
performance is followed by a 
lecture-demonstration on the art of 
puppetry. (Supported, in part, with 
funds from the California Arts 
Council and the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts.) 


September 24 - Darlene Bearde pre- 
pares Polish perogies — boiled 
dumplings with a savory cheese, 
potato, and sauerkraut filling, 
served with garlic sauce or sour 
cream, and usually eaten as a non- 
meat dish on Fridays in Eastern 
European Catholic countries. 


effects of ecological isolation on 
tropical ecosystems. This volume is 
important for anyone interested in 
understanding and preserving the 
most diverse and complex 
ecosystem on Earth. 

Published by Pacific Division, 
AAA and California Academy of 
Sciences. 1988. 306 pages. Cloth; 
$30. Members receive 10% dis- 
count. 6.5% sales tax in CA. Please 
add $2.25 postage and handling. 
Send orders to: Scientific Publica- 
tions, California Academy of 
Sciences, Golden Gate Park, SF, CA 
94118 
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Discover Mars at 
Members’ Meetings 
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The Martian Volcano of 
Mt. Olympus 


This month skywatchers will be 
treated to superb views of the Red 
Planet when Mars’ orbit brings it 
closer to the Earth than it has been 
in 17 years. On Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 14 at 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
and Thursday, September 15 at 7:30 
p.m., astronomer Andrew Fraknoi 
will present “Mars ’88: Its Close 
Approach and Intriguing Myster- 
ies,’ a non-technical lecture on our 
current understanding of Mars, 
touring us through the giant vol- 
canoes, huge canyons and fascinat- 
ing channels that mark its surface. 
Also, he will discuss the Soviet 
space probes that will laser-blast a 
Martian moon. The lecture will be 
illustrated with spectacular color 
views of Mars from space and from 
its surface. The program concludes 
with some practical hints for get- 
ting the best views of Mars this fall. 
Andrew Fraknoi is the Executive 
Officer of the Astronomical Society 
of the Pacific and editor of its 
popular astronomy magazine Mer- 
cury. A part-time professor of 
astronomy and physics at San Fran- 
cisco State University, Mr. Fraknoi 
has authored and co-authored six 
books and numerous articles on 
astronomy and education. Please 
note that the dates listed in the 
July/August newsletter have been 
changed. September meetings will 
be held on the 14th and 15th. The 
October 12 and 13 Members’ Meet- 
ings will be given by Academy 
naturalist and Chief Engineer Joe 
Brennan on “Sailing to Galapagos.” 


Printing and typography by Graphic Arts of Marin, Inc. 
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September Activities 
For Everyone 


5 

8 
10 
11 
14 
15 


Summer hours end 

Exploring Papua New Guinea 7:30 p.m. 
Traditional Arts — Indonesian music 1 p.m. 

Last day of “Mars!” in Planetarium 

Members’ Meetings “Mars ’88” at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Members’ Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 


“Atmospheres” opens in Planetarium 


Traditional Arts — Magical Moonshine Theater 1 p.m. 


Traditional Arts — Polish dumplings | p.m. 
Exploring Papua New Guinea 7:30 p.m. 


Members’ Open House (A-L) 
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Shop the Academy Store for back to school. Going 
back to school? Take the Academy with you with an 
exciting assortment of pencils, pens, book bags and 
packs, all proudly bearing the Academy logo. Also, 
select from an array of colorful T-shirts, books and 
calendars. The Academy Store is open 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. daily and can be reached at 750-7330. 


Looking Ahead to October 


3 Members’ Open House (M-Z) 

9 Wild California officially opens 
12. Members’ Meetings 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
13. Members’ Meeting 7:30 p.m. 


